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PARTNERS
Utah Association of Conservation Districts
Utah Soil Conservation Commission -
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service
Utah State University Extension Service
USDA - Farm Services Agency/Committees

Utah's Conservation Leaders Working Together

Torrey, Utah - Forty Utah conservation leaders, May 23-24, 1995, wrapped up the third working session of a year-
long effort to identify common priorities and coordinate the conservation efforts of private land users and owners with
state and federal agencies.  Commissioner Cary Peterson, of the Utah Department of Agriculture, cited the
development of irrigation within the Fremont Soil Conservation District as an example of local conservation partners
working together to improve the quality of rural Utah.

The Utah Partners for Conservation and Development formal agreement, originally signed at the Utah Association
of Conservation Districts' (UACD) 1993 Annual Meeting, now includes the new Farm Services Agency (FSA).  Bill
Rigby, a Utah farmer and the UACD's President, anticipates that other new conservation partners will use the
partnership to deliver conservation projects at the field level in the future.

The conservation partnership is made up of local, state, and federal government leaders and private land
owners/users and includes representatives from the Utah Association of Conservation Districts, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Utah Soil Conservation Commission/Utah Department of Agriculture and Food,
Utah State University Extension, and the USDA Farm Services Agency/ Committees. 

Members share a common vision for conservation and development in Utah "A Productive Utah in
Harmony with a Quality Environment."

Members have agreed to work together with the common mission to "provide unified leadership to achieve
a more productive Utah in cooperation with property owners/users,  in harmony with a sustainable quality
environment for urban and rural citizens."  With coordinated, combined expertise and resources, member
organizations can together more effectively promote the long term conservation and development of Utah=s natural
resources.

Members grass-roots delivery points are  Utah's local elected leaders closest to the land, 195 Soil
Conservation District Supervisors and 87 FSA Committee Members.

Members shared values and guiding principles are outlined hereafter under partnership values, the pledge to
work together and an expectation for improved efficiency and effectiveness.



Partnership Values are:

$ Better understanding and service to our customers, especially agricultural producers
$ Promoting realistic approaches to the sustainability of our natural resources, agriculture, and environment
$ Respecting private property rights and realizing humans are a crucial part of the environment
$ Maintaining and enhancing grass-roots delivery of conservation programs through Utah's local SCD's and FSA

Committees
$ Fostering grass roots decision making at the lowest appropriate level
$ Developing solutions to local and statewide issues and problems through strategic planning and coalition support
$ Using Coordinated Resource Management Planning (CRMP) with a holistic and watershed management

approach
$ Considering economic soundness as a  primary factor in CRMP and other management planning and decisions
$ Improving Utah's quality of life for present and future generations

We pledge to work together to:

$ Maintain continuous communication, coordination and cooperation
$ Advance sound science over political extremism
$ Involve each partner in the decision-making process
$ Promote mutual respect, trust, and honesty
$ Share leadership, ownership, responsibility and  credit

We expect to improve efficiency and effectiveness by:

$ Professionalism and dedication
$ Emphasizing quality
$ Empowering people to make decisions
$ Recognizing and using the individual and combine strengths resulting from  diversity
$ Respecting the rights of others
$ Building new alliances to expand the partnership
$ Using our time and financial resources wisely
$ Striving for continuous improvement


